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Life on the Mississippi
Rodens travel legendary river by canoe on 100-day journey

Wednesday, April 20, 2005

Most people who have seen the Mississippi recall it as a wide, muddy
river, bustling with paddleboats and barges. As the longest river in the
United States and a major factor in the development of the nation, the
Mississippi has been romanticized in literature and music.

= But few people really know the Mississippi like Dianne and Allen
g Roden. Last fall, the couple traveled the entire 2,552-mile length of the
mighty river -- from Minnesota to Louisiana -- and they did it in a hand-
made canoe.

Allen Roden sets camp along
the Mississippi. His wife, Dianne Roden is a professor of finance at Indiana University-Kokomo,
Dianne, described part of the and she took a sabbatical last semester in order to spend time with
her husband. But how she expected to spend that time was far

reat river to be similar to _ : . : )
g different and tragic than the unique experience it became.

living on a deserted tropical

island in the middle of the U.S. «A number of years ago, my husband was diagnosed with melanoma,”
said Roden. “It kept recurring, and he had several major surgeries. At one point it had spread to his
lungs and intestines, and it wasn't responding to chemotherapy. It really was a death sentence.

“But he went to the National Cancer Institute and took part in a clinical trial that was designed to boost
a person's immune system. When he went back for a review, the technicians wanted to recalibrate
their machinery because he was totally clear of cancer. It was nothing short of miraculous.

“Through that process, Allen did a lot of reflecting about what he really wanted to do with his life.
Rowing the Mississippi was one of those things.
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