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 President Young announced the Returning to the U program at the 2007  

      Commencement. 

 

 Program serves previous University of Utah students who have stopped out of   

  the University, have not completed their undergraduate degree and want to return. 

 

 Prior students should have completed a large number of credit hours and be in      

      good academic standing. 

 

 Returning to the U program housed in University College, the Student Advising    

Center, 450 Student Services Building, University of Utah campus.   
 

Returning to the U program mission: 

This program serves as an entry point for previous University of Utah students who have not 

graduated but have accumulated a large number of credits and are in good academic standing.  

University College and department advisors work with students as they develop and complete 

their path to graduation. 

 

 Academic advisors assess each student’s individual situation. Students  

      choosing to come back are offered: 
 

Assistance with readmission – readmit fees will be waived, to include late fees 
 

Academic advising for degree completion (University College and major 

 departments) 
 

Assistance with financial aid and scholarships  
  Daniel’s Fund scholarship available for 10 Returning to the U students each year  
 

Referrals to appropriate University resources and strategies for accomplishing 

degree that relate to each student’s personal life issues (employment, childcare, 

time management, etc.) 
 

 Tutoring coupon for 10 hours of free tutoring each semester 

 

Option to register for ED PS 2600, Strategies for Academic Success, special                                         

section for adult learners 



Contacting Students: 

• Query of prior students who attended the University of Utah between 1995 and 

2005 determined that there were 3000 students who had 90 plus hours completed 

and no undergraduate degree from the University of Utah or another institution of 

higher learning. 

• The University of Utah Graduation Office supplies the RTU program lists of 

students who applied for graduation two years ago and did not graduate.  

• Prospective students are sent a letter inviting them back to The University of 

Utah. Total mailings since May 2007:  670 

• Newspaper, radio and television media coverage. 

 

May 2007-June 2008 RTU Data 

 

229 students completed an intake form from an advisor in University College Advising. 

  113 female 

  116 male 

• 199 reside in the Utah 

•   30 reside outside the state of Utah 

• University College, RTU contacts:  325 

 

    Students Enrolled       Credit Hours Completed      Graduates  

Summer 2007                                          2 

Fall 2007              28                 193           2 

Spring 2008              46                 335           3 

   

Most RTU students are Undecided when they return.  Top majors students indicate 

they will pursue are: 
Family and Consumer Studies 

Business 

Political Science  

Communication 

Sociology  

 

Top Reasons for leaving the University of Utah before graduating: 
Family related issues 

Left to go to work 

Financial Difficulties 

Poor performance 

Moved 

 

Program accomplishments: 
 RTU brochures and posters developed, printed, and distributed to community. 

 Funding obtained from the Daniels Fund for scholarships for RTU students. 

 RTU data base established to track student’s reasons for leaving the University, majors they intend 

to pursue, academic progress, graduation dates, and other relevant information. 

 RTU Advisory board established.  Campus faculty and staff represented on this committee. 

 RTU program media coverage in The Chronicle of Higher Education, Salt Lake Tribune, The Utah 

Daily Chronicle and KSL TV (Chanel 5) Studio 5.      

    

Official website:  http://www.sa.utah.edu/advise/returning.shtml 

http://www.sa.utah.edu/advise/returning.shtml


Daniels Fund: Daniels Opportunity Scholarship Information: 

 
• December 4, 2007- Continuing Education at The University of Utah announced 

that it had received $40,000 in Daniels Opportunity Scholarship money. 

Continuing Education will administer the scholarship funds and the Returning to 

the U program, housed in University College, will be responsible for monitoring 

the Daniels Opportunity Scholars. 

 

• Daniels Opportunity Scholarship funding is awarded through grants to colleges 

and universities that convert them into scholarships for non-traditional students 

such as adults pursuing education later in life, GED recipients, returning military, 

and others. 

 

• The Daniels Fund operates the Daniels Fund Scholarship Program and the 

Daniels Fund Grants Program in Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming. 

The Fund was established in 1997 by Bill Daniels, a pioneer in cable television 

known for his kindness and generosity to those in need. Visit 

www.danielsfund.org for more information.  

 

• Daniels Opportunity Scholarship offers $1,000 toward tuition costs for fall and 

spring semester only.  Scholarship has possible renewal for up to 2 years. 

  

Applicants must be: 

• Enrolled or eligible to enroll in the University of Utahôs Returning to the U 

Program 

• Completion of a large number of credit hours;  

• Be in good academic standing (2.0 cumulative GPA) 

• Matriculated undergraduate returning military or non traditional student 

• Matriculated student is defined as over the age of 25.  A student must meet one of 

the following characteristics:  married, have dependent children, live off campus, 

or work full time. 

• Enrolled in a least 6 credit hours 

• A Utah resident  

 

Application Process:  

 Complete Daniels Opportunity Scholarship application and provide personal and 

goal statement (not to exceed two pages).  

 

• Applications available on the Returning to the U web page:  

http://www.sa.utah.edu/advise/returning.shtml 

• Application deadline:  May 1, before 3:00 pm. (If May 1st falls on a weekend, the 

deadline is the Friday before at 3:00 pm). 

• Number of Awards:  10 per year 

• Funding: Provided by the Daniels Fund 

• For further questions contact Sandy McLelland, (801)581-7974, 

smclelland@uc.utah.edu 

http://www.danielsfund.org/
http://www.sa.utah.edu/advise/returning.shtml
mailto:smclelland@uc.utah.edu


Over 20 students applied for the Daniels Opportunity Scholarship May 2008.   

 

Scholarship officially awarded to 10 University of Utah students for the 2008-2009 academic 

year.   

 

The Scholarship awardees need to: 

 attend a pre semester orientation  

 meet with the RTU coordinator each semester 

 enroll in a least 6 credit hours each semester 

 maintain a 2.7 GPA each semester 

 

If awarded scholarship recipients meet the above criteria they will be eligible to apply for the 

scholarship for another year. 

 

After the first year The University of Utah Continuing Education Office and University College 

will submit the yearly evaluation and request funds for another two years. 

  

 


